150 LADY BEACONSFIELD AND HER TIMES

and Ashley offered congratulations. More significant still
Colburn, the ever faithful publisher, on the strength of the
speech, advertised Alarm as "Mr. Disraeli's Tragedy." Mary
Anne might well feel proud, seeing that she inspired Alarco$}
and there was more to follow. A noble friend who invited them
to pass the autumn in Ireland, for they were to be married in
the summer, raved about Alarco$> and knew much of it by heart
Unfortunately Macready, the great actor, declined to risk
the production of the tragedy. He found it too strange and
terrible.

There was much more before Mary Anne married. Disraeli
dined with the Londonderrys in a beautiful cottage with a
conservatory more than sixty feet long. There he met many
friends. Subsequently he spoke in the House and analysed all
the evidence of the constabulary report, quoting all the pages
and names without any document. These feats of memory
always impress the House although they are merely mechanical.
Still, Mary Anne loved his mechanical triumph at the end of the
session.

After that there occurred for Mary Anne's delectation the
distinction of a four hours' interview with Palmerston, followed
by a letter from that great man thanking his interviewer for
his patience, candour, and fairness. Could Mary Anne's
fianc6 have deserved a more distinguished tribute?

The session came at last to its appointed end. Parliament
was prorogued on August 27th, 1839, On August 28th, Mary
Anne and Disraeli were married at St. George's, Hanover Square,
Her wedding dress, according to die frocks in the Victoria
and Albert Museum, may well have had a normal waist and leg
of mutton sleeves. As for what was going on at that period, an
advertisement appeared in The Times offering for ten shillings
a week furnished apartments twelve minutes' walk from the Bank
with buses passing at every five minutes to all parts. The draw-
ing-room floor of two rooms had every convenience, water
and water-closet being on the same floor. The proprietor, or
proprietress, would serve breakfast if required, and the address
was at 21 Pleasant Row, Pentonville.

The little Queen read her speech proroguing Parliament.
She ^rejoiced that a definitive treaty between Holland and
Belgium, negotiated by the medium of the Five Powers, had
settled tie differences between those two countries. "It is
with satisfaction," she said, "that I have given my consent to a
reduction of the postage duties."